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Chicago Police Pound Fire “Fighters”
In Worthy Cause

he Chicago Police

Department ecarned bragging

rights for another vear by
pummeling the Chicago  Fire
Department in the 2nd Annuoal “Bartle
of the Badges™ boxing event for police
and fire chanties. The event was held
on Scptember 20, 2003 1 the 5t R
High School gymmnasium, 7740 South
Western,

In donming boxmg gloves and
headgear and armed with the courage
to enter the rmg, members of both
Departments helped raise more than
H30,000 for worthy causes. Police
charities benefifing from the event
mcluded 5t. Michaels House, the
Chicago  Police Peer  Support
Program, and Concerns of Police
Survivors (COPS).

Officer Ken Corcoran, Unie 132,
served as the Departments principal
organizer, utlizing his vast experience
as a boxer, tramner, promoter, and judge.

To provide the best competition,

Officer Mark Sedevic (008) lands a vicious left to his Chicage Fircfighter apponent.

Corcoran carefully matched CPD and
CFD members of various ranks, ages,
welght, and experience levels to
engage in the three one-mimute round
COntests,

The Chicago Police won seven of

Chicage Police and Fire boxers receive a standing opation by 1, 800 specfatore ap they enfer the
arema af the start of the Ind Anpwal “Baitle of Badges" char ity competition,
In foregronnd, from left, are Dt Joe MeCarthy (6400, Sgt Buddy Loper (009},
Cie Keith Spurlin (011), and 'O Patrick Thelew f011).

the 11 acnon-packed bouts mn front of
about 1,800 spectators

The partbapants, who underwent
months of ntense traming, deserve
high praise because the contests were
serious competntions. Retired Chicago
Police Detective Austin Corcoran,
Ken Corcoran’s father, helped tram the
CPD fighters mm Leo High School on
the South Side. “They impressed me
with  ther determination  and
dedication,” said the elder Corcoran.
“A couple of these fighters could
legiomately compete professionally™

The young boxers were equally as
mmpressed with the rugged 66-vear-
old pugihsts strength-condinoning
program. “l told them that I don't
expect them to do anything that |
elder

Corcoran as he lhifted dumbbells and

can't do myself,” said the

then dropped for a series of push-ups
Assistant  States Attorney Mike
Joyce helped secure Leo High School

confinmer, e “ Fighters" af boftom of page 9
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“Fighters”

con finsed from page 7

for the traimng sessions
and, beng a former
professional boxer hunself,
assisted Im tralming; our
fhters. Patrick Mulkerrin
Sr., veteran Chicago Park
[Mnstrict boxing mstructor,
also  helped train  our
Drepartment fighters in the
Brooks Park gym on the

Morth S5ide. Officers said

that the expernse of these veteran tramers surely helped

them win this years cvent.

Chicago Police Deparmment members who cither

fought or

were ready to Aght were: Sergeants Jim

Membere of the CPD Hoewor Guard conduct the opening ceremony as O fficer
Artwre Andonaegui (001} sings our pational anthem.,

Lopez (009); Detectives
Gerald Hamilton (620)
and Joe MeCarthy (641));

FTO  Sidney Pennix
(353); POs Chris
Barajas (012), Carl
Carter (D006), Nick
Cortesi (/15-10), Bryan
Farrell (001}, John
Frano {(U14), Larry Gade
{153), Courtney

Johnson ((06), Patrick
Mulkerrin Jr. (0153),

Mark Sedevic ((H15), and Patrick Thelen (011); and

Civilians David Lewis (127) and Keith Spurlin (U11)

Eldridge (123), Rich Kearney (1533), and Buddy

Artacke by Mre Denne Baplaon, News Affaes, Offce of fwe Soperintendeet,
Pleg iy hy M. Drebonaly Tramer, I'.'la.'r'.ll'.-k Arty Becton
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